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The First Spark of Independence - May 26th
Hello, my European friend!
I am from Georgia.

I don't know if you have heard about this country, but I want to tell you that it is a very special and
distinctive country with its own past and history. May 26th is approaching, a very important day for
us Georgians. You are probably thinking now - why is this date significant? - I will tell you, and I will
try to show you the storms my country has weathered and why we celebrate this day with such
fanfare. Perhaps you too are familiar with that sweet and exhilarating feeling of freedom, when you
can do what your heart desires, express your thoughts, and live as you see fit. This feeling is inherent
to all people, regardless of age, nationality, or place of residence. For me, a 14-year-old Georgian
teenager, the word "freedom" takes on special significance when I recall my country's difficult and
long journey towards independence. I want to share my thoughts with you... May 26th, 1918, is a
symbol of freedom for us. This is the day when our ancestors, after a century of numerous uprisings
and battles, once again loudly and proudly declared the independence of Georgia. The history of
Georgia is full of examples of the struggle for freedom. For centuries, our country was the target of
many invaders, but the Georgian people always preserved their identity and their aspiration for
independence. In the 19th century, while part of the Russian Empire, national consciousness
strengthened in Georgian society, and the idea of restoring independence emerged. During this
period, great Georgian intellectuals and patriots were active, and through their work and public
activities, they laid the groundwork for the national liberation movement. The Georgian people are
by nature free, brave, and unbreakable. It is precisely these qualities that have brought us to this day
as a state. At the beginning of the 20th century, against the backdrop of the weakening of the Russian
Empire, the struggle for independence in Georgia entered an active phase. By 1918, the favorable
situation created by World War I and the Russian Revolution allowed the Georgian nation to realize
its centuries-old dream. On May 26th, 1918, in Tbilisi, the National Council of Georgia solemnly
declared the independence of the Democratic Republic of Georgia. On this solemn day, Noe
Zhordania delivered a speech filled with the greatest values: "We desire to have friendly relations
with the nations both outside and among us... We declare that national minorities will have the same
rights as the national majority of our state - the Georgians." These words clearly show the values we
call tolerance-acceptance, respect, and empathy. These are also genetic traits of us Georgians. This
was a crucial moment in our history, the first step towards freedom. Unfortunately, the existence of



the First Republic of Georgia was short-lived. Due to foreign intervention and instability, Georgia
was forcibly incorporated into the Soviet Union in 1921. This left a heavy mark on our country,
limiting our freedom and the possibility of independent development. However, the declaration of
independence on May 26th, 1918, remained a symbol of national unity and the aspiration for
freedom. It was a clear example that the desire for freedom would never die in the Georgian nation.
The re-establishment of independence in 1991 took place in a different historical context, but the
experience of 1918 was an important lesson and a reminder of how precious freedom is and what a
sublime feeling it is to defend it. Despite the numerous difficulties Georgia faced in the post-
independence period, it never gave up. I believe that the spirit of May 26th, 1918, is alive in our
society. We are striving to build a democratic and free state where every citizen will have the
opportunity to express their opinion and realize their potential. As for European values, the First
Republic of Georgia already presented the greatest humanistic approaches in its first constitution,
social equality between women and men... and it is noteworthy that there were 5 female deputies in
the Constituent Assembly of the First Democratic Republic of Georgia, which demonstrates the high
moral character of our nation. Despite the short existence of independence, significant reforms were
carried out in the country, aimed at protecting human rights. Today, Georgia is trying to strengthen
European values, because it is on this path that we see the guarantee of our country's stable
development and well-being. May 26th, 1918, will remain the first spark of freedom in the history of
Georgia. Although it was not possible to maintain independence at that time, this day laid the
foundation for the future struggle for independence. The idea of freedom was forever imprinted in
the hearts of the Georgian people. Today, our task is to continue the path begun by our ancestors, to
build a truly free and democratic Georgia based on European values. A country with a great past will
never give up freedom. The history of our country, from its very beginning, is a struggle for freedom.

With respect,

Your Georgian friend, Tamar.



